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vious to the last war for independence^ the
country contained over 90.,000 plantations,
farms/ cattle ranches and orchards. Dur-
ing the war many of these were devastated,
but after the establishment of a free govern-
ment agriculture became permanently more
stable. Sugar, tobacco, coffee and tropical
fruits are the leading products. Of these
sugar is the most important; it was once
predicted that when all of the land suitable
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for growing sugar cane should be brought
under cultivation, an annual crop of a half
million tons of sugar could be produced. In
reality, the sugar needs of the world have
stirred Cuban planters to extraordinary en-
deavors. The average annual production for
several years following 1926 was almost 3,-
000,000 tons; the high point was more than
4,000,000 tons. The depression years re-
duced the output to 2,400,000 tons, by decree.
Tobacco is second only to sugar in im-
portance, and a large revenue is derived
from its growth and manufacture. Cuban
tobacco maintains a standard value in all
markets, on account of its excellent flavor,
and the province of Pinar del Rio is the most
important tobacco producing region in the
world. Cattle raising is an important in-
dustry, and large areas are given to the
growing of vegetables, corn and poultry.
Bee keeping is also successful.
The manufactures are practically confined
to cigars and other products of tobacco and
to the manufacture of raw sugar.
Transportation and Commerce. Roads
are generally poor, and lack of good means
of transportation in the interior is a great
hindrance to commerce. Havana is connect-
ed with Pinar del Bio, Matanzas, Cabanas,
La Isabella, Camagiiey, Santiago de Cuba,
Manzanillo- and Cienfuegos by railway. A
line of railway extends across the 'island from
 Moron to Jucaro, and another connects Cam-
agiiey with the port of Neuvetas. In all,
there are about 2,360 miles of railway, some
of which is in poor condition.
The irregularity of the coast provides
numerous good harbors, about forty being
accessible to ocean-going vessels. Havana,
Matanzas, Cabanas, Cienfuegos and Santiago
de Cuba are the important seaports. Regu-
lar communication is maintained with the
Atlantic and Gulf ports of the United States
and with the commercial centers of Europe.
In 1918 a new line was established between
Cuban and Spanish ports. Cuba is situated
at the convergence of many transatlantic
routes, and the ships of all nations find their
way into the harbor of Havana, the prin-
cipal seaport. The commerce of the island
is rapidly growing. The foreign trade is
largely with the United States, and sugar is
the leading commodity.
Government. Cuba is governed in accord-
ance with the Constitution adopted in 1921,
but largely revised late in 1928. The govern-
ment is republican in form and differs but
slightly from that of the United States. The
head of the administration is the President,
who must be a native Cuban or a naturalized
citizen who served ten years in the Cuban
army during the wars for independence. He
is elected by popular vote for a term of six
years and cannot serve more than one con-
secutive term. He appoints and removes
members of his Cabinet, who are responsible
to him for the administration of their de-
partments. The legislative power is vested
in a Congress, consisting of two houses, a
Senate and a House of Representatives. The
former contains six Senators from each of
the sis provinces. Since 1933 all retiring
Presidents become Senators for life. The
House of Representatives consists of one
member for every twenty-five thousand in-
habitants or fraction thereof more than
12,500. They are elected for six years, one-
half retiring every three years. Congress
holds annual sessions, controls the financial
and foreign affairs of the republic and makes
general laws for the administration of the
government, as well as of some phases of
provincial government.
The island is divided into sis provinces:
Havana, Matanzas, Pinar del Rio, Cama-
giiey, Santa Clara and Oriente. Each prov-
ince has a governor and an assembly, both
elected h^ ^ people for a period_of__three

